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PRECIOSA Rocailles
ART No.: 311 19 001; 331 19 001; 331 39 001
Size: 7/0

PRECIOSA ORNELA introduces seed beads and beads
from the PRECIOSA Traditional Czech Beads brand.

DESIGN BY HELENA CHMELÍKOVÁ

BEETLES
COLORFUL BEETLES 

MADE FROM CZECH SEED BEADS
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BEETLES BEETLES

The creation of animals using seed beads 
and wires is nothing new. All you need is 
imagination and you can make almost anything. 
Thanks to the relatively simple process, your 
very first piece of beadwork may be these 
very beetles. Even young children can do it 
with a little help. Thanks to the wide range 
of colors and sizes of PRECIOSA Traditional 
Czech Beads, you can be inspired and create 
your own combinations and new types of 
beetles or animals. The beetles can be used as 
decorations, original pieces of jewelry, pendants 
or talismans. Children will be sure to love the 
fact that they can create their own handmade 
beetle or any other animal.

PRECIOSA ORNELA wishes you many 
ideas and much inspiration and joy when 
beadworking. 

Materials and Tools:

A potato beetle
PRECIOSA Rocailles (R7)
311 19 001; 7/0; 83110 (42x), yellow
331 39 001; 7/0; 23980 matt (62x), black

111 19 001; 6 mm; 83110 (2x), yellow

A ladybird 
PRECIOSA Rocaille (R7)
311 19 001; 7/0; 93190 (54x), red
331 39 001; 7/0; 23980 matt (50x), black

111 19 001; 6 mm; 13600 (2x), brown

A Striped beetle
PRECIOSA Rocailles (R7)
331 19 001; 7/0; 16298 (42x), pink
331 19 001; 7/0; 19135 (28x), a purple iris

111 19 001; 6/0; 23980/59155 (2x), iris

The round beetle
Working from the beetle’s abdomen forward: 
the 1st rib – 6x, the 2nd rib – 8x, the 3rd rib – 
10x, the 4th, 5th and 6th ribs – 12x, the 7th rib 
– 10x, the 8th rib – 8x.
Start with 2x R7. Add a 6 mm bead and 1x R7. 
String the ribs onto the wire. String the loops 
with 1x R7 between them. The abdomen 
consists of 6x R7. Twist the wire. String the end 
loops of the ribs with 1x R7 between each of 
them. Finish with 1x R7, a 6 mm bead and 2x 
R7. Put both ends of the wire together. 
Twist them together two or three times. 
Tighten them as much as possible. Create the 
antennae. Cut off the wires about 2 cm from 
the twist. Connect the loops to them.

The oval beetle
Working from the beetles abdomen forward: 
the 1st rib – 6x, the 2nd rib – 8x, the 3rd to 7th 
ribs – 10x, the 8th rib – 8x, the 9th rib – 6x.
Start with 2x R7, the 6 mm bead and 1x R7. 
String the ribs onto the wire. String the loops 
with 1x R7 between them. The abdomen 
consists of 6x R7. Twist the wire. String the end 
loops of ribs with 1x R7 between then.
Finish it off with 1x R7, a 6 mm bead and 2x R7.

Metal components:
0.80 mm wire (any galvanised finish – 
according to the used material)

needle nose pliers; flat nose pliers

Difficulty:

Procedure:

We will try to make two types of beetles; 
an oval one and a rounder one. The keratinous 
wing casing will be created using rocaille 
“ribs” strung on a wire. Connect a loop to the 
wire. String the given number of R7. 
Shape them in an arch. Cut the wire about 
0.80  - 1 cm from the rocailles. Connect the 
final loop. Both the loops, the beginning and 
the end one, are now in a single plane.

Linking
Grasp the wire between the points of the 
needle nose pliers, as close as possible to 
points. Twist the wire around the point. 
Once the loop has been completed, gently 
pull the pliers back. The wire should break 
immediately beneath the loop. The loop should 
be in the centre above the remaining wire. 
It can be straightened using the flat nose 
pliers.

Put the ends of the wires together and twist 
them two or three times as tightly as possibly. 
Cut the wires about 2 cm from the twist. 
Link the loops to them.
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